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T ſeems to be: the general opinion: at the preſent mo- 
ment, that Mr. Sheridan will in a few days occupy: 


that poſt in adminiſtration which Mr. Dundas now fills, 


and that he will at the ſame time ſucceed him as one of 
the commiſſioners for the affairs of India. It becomes, 
therefore, of infinite importance to tlie Public to exa- 
mine, with impartiality, but with freedom, the truth of 
thoſe opinions which Mr. Sheridan has ſo. rn Wy 


circulated” throughout England, upon the FT. cacy "of | 


that law by which. India 3 is now St: * 
— ;*% 


Ir. Sheridan 8 e contain he W 7 95 bis 
party: I endeavoured, and not unſucceſsfully J truſt, in 


11 ** to them, to . the fallacious mode of- rea- 
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Joning which he has adopted; but many months having | 
Elapſed fince the publication of the ſecond edition of 


5 1 8 my reply, 1 wiſh to prefix to the third, ſuch remarks as 


recent : aff 9255 curious occurrences ſu gelt w me; 


Th : 


1. 4 were to be ell « away by the babe e of. 
Mr. Sheridan, if 1 could be ſo weak as to ſuppoſe it 
meant any thing, 1 ſhould re ly believe that ſa humane 
a man could not cemalh d week in office without bring To 
ing forward ſome plan which ſhould relieve the Gourt of 
DirgRtors from the tyranny of the Board of Controul, 
and millions of our fellow ſubjects in India from thoſe” ; 
miſeries under which they are no faid to labour. But : 
if I am to argue from rbe practice of Mr. Sheridan and 
His affÞciates, I ſhall fay, that the only confideration 
with them will be, whether, as @ party, they ſhall gain 1 


or loſe by attempting to Alter che e Rn.” 


« 


been gentdewan in | England wha has attended to the 
tf tical kiſtory of the laſt five years, will remember, 
that Mr. Sheridan has differed moſt materially from Mr. 
Pitt 8 two ey * Points. 


1 
VII. Sheridan, upon the ſubject of 4 contends, 


that to enable us to appropriate a million . to 
- the 


* 
"IP X ? 


_ 


| ©. | 4 * x N 2 = 
the Leet of our debt; we ouſt! impoſe. additiona 1 
taxes to the amount of thirteen hundred thoufänl 3 
pounds, beſides making up: for the deficiency which te 
repeal of the ſhop-tax muſt occaſion, and finding a ſfabs + 
__ Kitute for the commutation b ' which. he. ps: eee 9 5 5 
f : 1 CC 2 242 Na 5 
The gl, great due of e 3 1 ne as to > the _ 
beſt. mode of ſecuring India to Great Britain, conſulting _ 


at the + time the welfare and Hap, of the natives. _—_—_ 
n 1 * = 


* I; is not poſtble to *Kippdle opinions more diſcordant Wo. 
upon any point than Mr. Pitt's and Mr. Sheridan's re 

been upon this very important one: but we have had 

nearly the experience of five years to prove, that India 
can be retained under the dominion of Great Britain, 1 
without reſorting to the violent and unconſtitutional MM 
modes which Mr. Fox had propoſed. The difference OY 

between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Sheridan as to India, i is a dif: 

| ference upon principle, as much lo, and. to as great ar ; 

extent, as that difference -which formerly divided Lord 3 
North and Mr. Fox. I am not a little curious to know “ 

7 how Mr. Sheridan will reconcile it to his conſcienee tor , 
continue a ſyſtem which he has condemned in all its 


parts— The arbitrary, unconſtitutional authority of the 
8 a 1 Governor 


n 


Governor General-his perſeverance in that lee 
ſyſtem of foreign and domeſtic government which Mr. 
Haſtings had eſtabliſhed; and for which we marched 
thirty-five days laſt year into Weſtminſter-hall—the ar- 
rangement for paying the debts of the Nabob of Arcot 
by the Board of Controul—the declaratory bill—the mi- 
litary eſtabliſhments—and, in ſhort, every part of the 
Company s management, both in India and in Europe. 
A patriot however, has generally a retreat ſomehow, or 
ſomewhere ; and that I may not be ſuppoſed to argue 
without grounds, I ſhall ſtate a fact, which I think 
will tend to ſet in a true point of view the general prin- 
ciples of that party which the Staffordſhire friend of Mr. 


Sheridan: ſo a admires. + 


* .. In Mee of the 1 8 A has been pub- 
liſhed a character of Sir John Macpherſon, as drawn by 

an hiſtorian of reputation and ability. I ſubſcribe to the 

Juſtice of the character, and can do it with conſiſtency ; 

for I think with the hiſtorian, that Sir John Macpherſon: 
had great merit in ſupporting © the brilliant adminiſtra- 
tion of Mr. Haſtings,” But how can Mr. Sheridan and 
Mr. Burke reconcile their panegyrics in favour of that. 
* gentleman with their former conduct ? 


m7 
Sir John was appointed, through the influence of Lord 
North, to a ſeat in the Supreme Council. of Bengal, and 
left England in the year 1781; it being known at the 
time that he had lived on terms of the ſtricteſt confidence 
with Mr. Haſtings. He was ſcarcely ſeated at the Coun- 
cil Board in Calcutta, when Lord North was driven from 
adminiſtration, and ſucteeded by. the Marquis of Rock- 
ingham. Not many days after that event, the Select 
Committee of the Commons, of which Mr. Burke was 
the leading member, preſented a Report to the Houſe, 
which I, who have ſtudied Mr. Burke's ſtyle with ſome at- 
tention, will take upon me to ſay, was written by himſelf. 
The object of this Report was to prove, that Mr. Mac- 
pherſon, as a man of deep intrigue, and agent to the 
Nabob of Arcot, was a. very improper perſon. to be ap- 


pointed a member of the government of Bengal. If the j 


reaſoning of Mr, Burke had been true, the inſtant re- 
moval of Mr. Macpherſon would have been an act of 
propriety ; and his appointment would have ſerved as an 
additional article to that impeachment which Mr. Burke 
had pledged himſelf to bring againſt Lord North. But 
Mr. Burke did not ſtop here. Another Report was ſoon 

after preſented to the Houſe relative to Benares; in which 

it is ſtated, in direct terms, that if Mr. Haſtings's con- 
duct was meritorious at Benares, Mr. Macpherſon's unre- 


ſerved! | 


* 


VJ] 
ſerved approbation of that conduct was ſo too; but if 
the reverſe, My. M. ION” was eee 4 in the crimi- 


8 995 


This i is fair wait and to be comprehended by the 
common ſenſe of all mankind. When Mr. Burke moved 
for a certain letter written from Bengal to Bombay, i in the 
month of October 1781, to be laid before the Houſe, he 
deſcribed that letter as a compoſition filled with doc- 
trines the moſt diſhonourable and deſtructive that ever 
were acknowledged by man; that it recommended breach 
of faith; 1 and proved, much better than any arguments 
which he could uſe, the miſerable, the crooked, and the 
diſhoneſt policy of Mr. Haſtings, the writer. The letter 
was produced, with a remark from the India Houſe, that 


t: was figned by Mr. In heli and Mr. Macpherſon only 


The fact was, that Mr. Macpherſon himſelf wrote the 
letter; that Mr. Haſtings never ſaw it, being ſix hundred 
miles from Calcutta when it was written; and I am ſure 
Sir John Magpherſon will be able to defend every ſentence 
in it. I do not mention it with the llighteft intention of 
reflecting upon that gentleman, but in order to ſhow the 
total want of principle in the party. The ſevere ſtrictures 
of the Committee were tranſmitted by the Court of Di- 

rectors to Mr. Macpherſon ; and that "pc in a firm, 
7 * a manly, 


4 
„ WV = 
* * 7 


t * 1 
a manly, and an elegant addreſs to the Court of Di- 
rectors in the year 178g, defended himſelf, and did, 
it to the ſatisfaction of every candid man. He be 
great merit to himſelf in that addreſs (and very juſtly). 
for the ſervices which he had performed. He deſcribes -. 
the ' miſerable and diſtreſſed ſtate of the Company's 
affairs on his arrival (at a time when Mr. Sheridan has 
contended there was no diſtreſs)—the unexampled efforts 
made by Bengal to relieve them—the enormous amount 
of ſupplies ſent to Madras and Bombay—the improve- 
ment of the revenues and many other points which are 
now the ſubjeRts of public i inquiry. | 2% 


In the 8 of February 1785, Mr. Haſtings re- | 
ſigned. Sir John ſucceeded him in the government, 5 
quitted Bengal, and arrived in England in the year 1787. 


If, according to patriotic aſſertion, there was crimi- 
nality in Mr. Haſtings's conduct to Cheyt Sing, Mr. Mac- 
pherſon, by his anreſerved approbation, was involved in 
the criminality. If there was injuſtice done to the Be- 
gum, if the report of her diſaffection was falſe, Mr. 
Macpherſon, who had every opportunity of inveſtigating 
the truth or falſchood, and whoſe duty it was to do ſo, 
c involved in the criminality ; for he has invariably con- 


b: FE tended 


85 


tended that ſhe 1 was diſaffected ; and {his opinion is upon, 

record. If the plea of neceſſity i in 1781 and 1782, be, 
% Mr. Sheridan aſſerts, utterly without foundation, Sir 
John Macpherſon is the moſt barefaced impoſtor that ever 
exiſted. Mr. Haſtings felt the neceſſity, and contented 
himſelf with providing for it: but Sir John Maepherſon, 


attacked by patriots at home, and compelled to defend 


himſelf, has ſtated the difficulties, embarraſſments, and 
neceſlities of the government of Bengal, at the period to 
which Mr. Sheridan alluded, in terms as ſtrong as the 
Engliſh language can afford. He calls the attention 
of the Company, in a moſt ſtriking manner, to the dif- 
ficulties which they bad ſurmounted ; and ſays, they may 
ſee © that an united adminiſtration, under the direction 
* of animated public zeal an d great talents,” have made 
ſuch exertions © as muſt draw the admiration of their em- 


„ ployers.” Sir John adds, that, before his arrival, the ſup- 


plies ſent to Madras were great and well-timed ; that, 
ſince his arrival, in little more than one year, that is, 
from the zoth September 1781 to the iſt November 1782, 
they amounted to above two millions five hundred thouſand 
pounds; that the ſources of ſupply were, the increaſed re- 
venues of Bengal, © and the ſeverity with which the lite 
and ſubſequent acting reſident at Oude were called upon 
« to db their auiy 70 the e, or, in other words, 
4 „„ 


Pig 


* allet upon to procure that treaſure from the — 
which has given riſe to the — of Mr, RO 


'S 


Wich all theſe ſtrong facts before hem is fag did 
tie patriots take? Though, by Mr. Burke's reaſoning, 
T Shop Macpherſon was involved in the criminality with 
Mr. Haſtings, I am ready to allow that there might be 

many good reaſons for not inſtituting an inquiry into his 
conduct: but there can be no one reaſon, fatisfactory to 
an. honeſt man, for what they have done. If Sir John 
Macpherſon was, in the opinion of Mr. Sheridan, a man 
of honour and credit, how could Mr. Sheridan take upon 
him to deny ſo pointedly what Sir John Macpherfon had 
aſſerted? If, on the contrary, he is not a mam of cha- 
racter and credit, how does he account for having men- 
| tioned him in ſuch handſome t terms in Welirainſter-buit ? 


and intimately connected with him? Upon Sir John 
Macpherſon, this reflects no diſhonour. His conduct has 
been open and honourable ; his opinions have been avowed 
moſt explicitly. But that % party: ſbould now ſupport 
lim with their utmoſt. power, yet withhold thoſe docu- 
ments which go 20 the complete juſtification of . Me Haß | 
ings, if Sir John Macpherſon is to be believed, is a con- 


duct ſo monſtrous, that a modern patriot alone would: 
1 1 practiſe, 


* ng 


% 
- 
; | * 222 3 


— and the mad: bigoted of partizans only « can at 5 
ited to yy 
* 

If. in the laſt edition * my reply, I had made that 
uſe of Sir: John Macpherſon's authority which it deſerves, 
and which every man of honour will think due to it, Mr. 
Burke and Mr. Shegdan would have told me, that I 
might, with as much propriety, have quoted againſt them 
the authority of Mr. Haſtings himſelf, ſince they had 
themſelves declared that the former was involved in the 
* criminality of - the latter; that a Report had been made 
to the Houſe of Commons for the purpoſe of proving 
that Sir John Macpherſon was a man unfit for the ſta- 
tion he held, and that the Miniſter and Directors who ap- 
pointed him were highly cenſurable for that act. But 
now, after I have heard the encomiums which Mr. She- 
& ridan and Mr. Burke have paſſed upon Sir John, when I 

know that they are on terms of the ſtricteſt intimacy with 
him, when I know that their party have ſupported with 
their utmoſt ſtrength, his pretenſions to a reward for his 
ſervices, I have a right to claim every advantage which his 
evidence affords me; and I fay with confidence, that if 
what Sir John Macpherſon has declared upon record as to 

© © the flouriſhing ſtate of Bengal, Cheyt Sing's rebellion, 

And the Begum, is true, the aſſertions of Mr. Burke and 


TEES 


Mr. . Tome unfounded in every 8 Such i is 
their ailemma and they will get out of It as: hers can, 


4 22 -; 15 10 


. us is ** from me to Sir Jokn FP ir 85 
for having quoted his ſentiments, without making uſe of 
his own nervous and commanding language. But gentle- 
men who wiſh to read the ſeyeral letters and minutes to 
which I have referred, may find them amongſt thoſe do- 
cuments which I moved for, and which were laid be- 
fore the Houſe. of Commons laſt. year. They are well 
worthy the. attentive: peruſal, of every diſpaſſionate man. 
I have, however, thought it neceſſary to extract the fel. 
lowing paragraphs. of Sir John's letter to the e | 
Nn the e of fen W 2 0 0 775 3b 75 ; 
of „ Having BPR find to is 1 your e "Ihe 
0 « able Court: ſome account of the ſituation, in which ! 
«found your affairs, and of the meaſures Which 8 <4 
„ [governor general and council. purſued to retrieve. them 1 
- permit me to ſtate the particular impreſſion under 


« which I viewed all the HY in _ 2. en 5 
44 , i 2. i Mid Dar 44545. ted. 70 
| 53 i F » þ FE 5 A g 27 


66 6 was my 1 belief that Great u Britain, * 5 x I oral 


* tion and ſeparation of America, and attacked ol fo many 
ec fr powerful 


6 * 1 


« Seu enemies at home and abroad, could neither 
« exift in her finances nar liberties, if India was tiov 
iy faved, and our pope here completely counter- 


8 e 


N The "JUNO of Ainerics came on ru degrees; 
| ©, and trade, which was our only return from thence, 
0 opened her coutſe chrough other channels with fuc- 
c ceſs, America yielded to Britain no landed revenue; 
e and each colony there had, like the mother-country,. 
920 anticipated by debt the revenues of many years. India 
1 ſcarcely one year's revenue in debt. The loſs of 
_ «© ſueh a dominion, if it was to happen, would be ſud- 
„ den — would be total. It would be irrecoverable by: 
ges any efforts from home. It would prove the inſtant loſs; 
nk millions. of individual, and many millions of the: 
= public property. It would at once annihilate thoſe 
&' funds which conſtitute the ſubſiſtence of all the cre- 
66 ditors of the India Company, at home and: abroad; 
e it would fall upon the other funds of the ſtate with a: 
e ſhock that would: ſtrike the remoteſt land- holder in- 
1 Britain, and involve him ultimately in the ſame fate 
te with thoſe who lived upon the intereft of the public 
% debts. But, to complete the miſery of ſuch an uni- 
« Sn extaſtrophe, our e enemies, who were in 


cc force 


_ 


1 * 1 


<4 


c and alliante upon the ſpot, "wt ok to "the 
1. remains of our fortune: from that ſucceſſion they 


6s could maintain their future tenure, and dictate to Brie. | 


« tain the laſt tem of deſpotic eee 5 


*: No e but one who had once ſeen the Gg 
in its proſgerit yy, and who. afterwards law. it in the 
« miſery; i in which I beheld it, could conceive the reality 
« of the general ſcene. of diſtreſs which I have deſcribed 


as within the poſſibility of human events. There E 


« ſaw: men who. ſuppoſed themſelves, and who Neat 
4 were, worth princely fortunes a few years before, ab- 
« ſolutely in want of bread. The whole ſubſtance of a. 


great colony, the credit of a mighty Company, and of at 
« ally princes,. were. extinguiſhed. by the ſword: of deſo- 
* lation, © You. may come on ſhore,” writes Lord Mac- 
©. artney to me the day I came. to anchor in the roads, 
— wii, «pe nd I. 
«. come along with. you, they muſt ſleep in the ſtreets. 


And where was at that inſtant the exiſtence of the: 


cc India- Company? Only in the revenues of. Bengal ; $3 | 


« and in Bengal a ſituation of affairs fimilar to that 


A 
* 


4 prehended; and had it actually taken place, I leave 
1 to your own. ideas to reflect whether the general 
0 = cataſtrophe 


Cay - 
* 


which exiſted. in the Carnatic: was to. be greatly ap- 


* 


L ] 
cee aathtbtophc lich > | Jae tepreseuted as * Was | 
% not to be dreaded as a certain conſequence. France 
er looked to ſuch a reverſion in your fortune; and when 
4 you ſee her armaments prepared upon a ſcale of force 
C and expence which is the utmoſt that her faculties can 
&* ſend againſt India, you cannot be too ſenſibly awakened 
« tothe dangers you have eſcaped, nor conſider thoſe 
“ events as impoſſible which could alone reimburſe your 
es natural enemies, or give them any proſpect of future 
| T e from fuch 122221 B e 5 


Le guch are the FOR to you, Wy to che - public 
« intereſts, which proper exertions in the office I hold 
6c might be inſtrumental to ward off and prevent, or 
Which inability or wickedneſs in the ſame office might 
1 precipitate upon the ſtate. In the period in which I 
e held the office, and the crifis of that period, no Britiſh 
5 ſubject would poſſeſs a greater field for averting public 
evil, or rendering public ſervice. —T became a member 
& of your ſuperior adminiſtration of India at a moment 

% when it was a queſtion whether India itſelf was ot 70 be 


l Þ *l off 20 e That ene ſaved fi. 


In a minute of Sir John Macpherſon 8, «dude the x A | 
. of December I 33255 in which he alſo ſtates the immenſe 


4 „ : exertions 


# 4 | : : 4 . A 
BEES: vill | 


ecxertions of the government of = and os improve- 5 
ment of their revenues, at a period of general diſtreſs, he 
concludes with theſe remarkable words : It is our duty, 
e if not our right, to be confident that the juſtice of 

« our employers, and of our country, is ultimately un- 
vs , even of it Aue be OA by 4 gags 

— | 5-44; RV 1 


* 
Ls N e 


of the ultimate jud gment of our country, I have no 
no doubt: but the preceding hiſtory fo very fully il- | 
luſtrates the general principles of Oppoſition, that 1 
hope it will be remembered when Mr. Fox is a mi- 
niſter, Mr. Sheridan a privy counſellor, and when Mr _ 
Burke, for a third time, hears the found of the arum i in 1 
St. James's Park. 5 ; 


K CY 
C24 


To the a ſenſe of the Public, I alſo fubrait the fair 
conſideration of thoſe arguments which have been uſed b 
Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Fox in favour of a frrong executive 
government. Not one of them but applies forcibly and RE 
trrefiſtibly to that cauſe of which, at preſent, we ſeem to 
have loſt ſight. In Bengal, for a ſeries of years, we ſaw _ 5 
a Halematic attempt. to weaken, if not totally to deſtroy 
the . vigour and exertions of the executive government. 


Am ee, which I uſed on 1 the ſubject, "OY ri- 
d |  Giculed 
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* 
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diculed by Pfr. Fox at the time, he Has "Lima wks © 
and applied to à country, the arbiter of Europe, flou- 
| riſhing. i in all its foreign dependencies, and inhabited by 

a free, and high -ſpirited people. With the patronage of 
the army, the navy, and the church, added to the mul- 
titude and variety of offices incident to the collection * a 
the load of taxes impoſed upon us, to contend that there 
will not be energy and vigour enough in the government, 
is a poſition that at firſt ſight we cannot ſubſ, cribe to; 
and more eſpecially when it is the intereſt of every man 
who has a ſtake in the country to ſupport a virtuous ad- 
miniſtration. But in India, where eighteen millions f 
people were to be governed by a very few foreigners, the 
executive government upon the ſpot, and particularly in 
time of war, could not be too ſtrongly ſupported. —Mr. 
Fox fays, and truly, If you diſapprove the conduct of 
miniſters, there is a conſtitutional mode of removing 
them ; but do not cramp them; do not form an ar- 
| rangement which muſt be productive of weakneſs, inde- 
cCiſion, and delay, —1 ſaid, but Mr. Fox laughed at me 
at the time, If you diſapprove the conduct of a governor 
| general, remove him ; but do not deprive him of thoſe 

powers which continiticuatly belong to his office, and 


. . Which are abſolutely neceſſary to be veſted in him for the 


public ſervice, —Mr. Fox, in theſe piping times of peace, 
wants 
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wants peerages, places, — ribbons, and in ſhorts * 
erery thing which the executive power has ever had, in 
order to form a ſtrong adminiſtration; but he ene 
a governor general, who had to conduct a war, to nego- 
ciate a peace, to form foreign alliances, and to govern 
eighteen millions of people, was very unreaſonable, be- 
cauſe he contended for the exerciſe of the conſtitutional 
rights of his office. The mere name can make no dif- 

ference. The ſervant of a company of merchants, if he 

| has an extenſive empire to govern, requires at leaſt aa 
much power and authority as the miniſter of ſuch a free 
and flouriſhing country as Great Britain. No man will 
fay, that it is neceſſary for the exiſtence of the Britiſh 
empire that Mr. Fox ſhould be its miniſter. The mad= 
neſs of party never went to ſuch a length. But Mr. 
Fox has in fact affirmed, that to continue miniſter, 
he muſt carry patronage to the utmoſt extent that the 
conſtitution will admit of; and if any part of it is 
withheld, he cannot go on. - I never argued that Mr. 
Haſtings muſt of neceſſity continue governor general of 
Bengal; but I repeatedly declared, that if it was 
thought right to continue him in that office, when every 
dependency of the Britiſh empire was crumbling to 
atoms, it-would be madneſs to counteract his endeavours 
to fave India, by throwing every poſſible obſtruction in 
. c lis 
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his way. Sir Tohn tn argued in hs "ORE man- 
ner. He gave Mr. Haſtings his entire ſupport; and he 
called the attention of Great Britain to what an united 
_ adminiſtration, - aided by great talents, had done. The 
party: have at laſt liſtened to reaſon ; and Sir John's merit 
is eee eg Ha by my gentleman who belongs to it. . 


Mr. Sheridan object with as much vehemence againſt 
the powers granted to the governor general, as to any 
one clauſe in Mr. Pitt's bill. He calls them deſpotic, 
extravagant, and unwarrantable. I have a right to pre- | 
ſume that he will attempt to alter the law in that in- 
*Rance, as in others. It is incumbent upon me, there- 
. fore, to point cut the advantages which the nation has 
|  * - gained by that rn and to e facts in : oppoſition to aſe 

—_ ns, : | . 


=_— "Mr Hal” left Bengal on. n the iſt of ibaa 1785, 
| peace being reſtored to every part of India; conſiderable 

reductions having been made in the army and i in the civil 

ſervice, in conſequence of the reſtoration of Peace | 


a 


Sir John Macpherſon ſucceeded: him in the government. 

He made further retrenchments; but. continued the ſame 

fyſtem of collecting the revenues which Mr. e had 
eſtabliſhed, FL 1 : 
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tember 1 786, and received the government, according to 
Sir ohn's account, © in a condition ereditable to the 
& Company, and which muſt be ſatisfactory to the na- 
tion the native inhabitants of Bengal the happieft 
8 and beſt protected ſubjects in India —our native allies 
* and tributaries fatisfied and confiding in our protection | 
ce — the country powers emulouſſy aſpiring to the friend- - "oj 
e ſhip of the Engliſh—and, from the King of Tidore, 
© towards New Guinea, to Timur Shaw, on the banks 
<« of the Indus, not a ſtate but had lately ha us vom 


ce of confidence and e : 


Earl Commullis was veſted with powers which {ore 
appeared to me neceſſary for the good government of 
India, We now hear of no factious oppofition in coun- 
cil—no minutes of controverſy. And what is; the ftate 
of the country ? Oude is governed upon the ſyſtem laid 
down * by the former governor general, Mr. Haſtings ; 

«© or, where an alteration has been made, it was withs 42 

« view of rendering that ſyſtems more amet 

| Benares pays its full, clear revenue of forty W 

without an apprehenſion expreſſed as to future balances. M 
| e „C0 ; 


* 
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The Com panyd provinces are preciſely under the fame 
mode of adminiſtration now as when Mr. Haſtings and Sir 
John Macpherſon were in Bengal. The ſettlements are 
ſtill made annually ; and it has been found impracticable 
to intruſt the collections in every inſtance to Zemindars. 


Theſe are facts neceſſary to be known, and neceſſary to 
be ſtated, when a ſet of men are ſuppoſed to be coming 
into power whoſe blunders or miſmanagement deprived 
us of an empire in the Weſt, and who profeſſedly repro- 

bate that ſyſtem under n India has been retained, _ 
has flouriſhed. | 


i fabjea 1 from diy,” I declined N 
upon in the former editions, I can now mention with 
great propriety. I mean the ſtory related by Mr. Burke of 


Deby Sing. 


: . Burke has told us more than once lately, that he 
never makes an aſſertion which he is not prepared to 
prove. Now, I pledge myſelf, as a gentleman and a 
man of honour, to prove, if Mr. Burke will call upon 
me to do fo, that every ſyllable which he uttered upon 


the m_— of Deby Sing, a it reſpected Mr. * 5 
? was 


% 


fi [ 1 1 


fi was: uſted dal hs: Know: it to Ws ar che rhe 


he ſpoke in Weſtminſter-hall. e 


31 age myſelf alſo to prove, that the horrid acts 


which he ſtated, and which modeſty will not permit me 
to repeat, never were committed at all, as appeared, 'af- 
ter the fulleſt and moſt ſerious inveſtigation. which was 
made and recorded, OW the government of bir * 


| Milppherſon. 


'- 


Why Mr. 1 after he was in 1 of intimacy: 


with Sir John, choſe to ſtate as facts what that gentle- 
man could have told him were utterly falſe, I know not. 


Why Mr. Burke has never to the preſent moment ac- 
knowledged how groſsly he had miſled the world, can- 
not be accounted for upon any principles which will do 


im credit. 


But as my object ever will be to guard the Public 
againſt the artful deſigns of men who once attempted, 


under the plea of humanity, and a tender regard to the 
ſafferings of millions, to fix their own power on a founda- 


tion not to be ſhaken, I ſhall be ready even to encounter 
the abilities of Mr. Sheridan, if he chuſes, at any future 


I2 period, 


4 
0 


2 5 Gan demien. wo 
4 |; 2s evinced by 


many n uals of 
1 than myſelf 


2 


4 ; 1 very wiſe man, ate Wu. Pallene, ſaic bef 5 

ww the Reads . Parties, ſomiewhat like the Tadß, 
1 nn by the Tail. . „ 
1 1 
1 Lownon,.. * 
__z. 6Þ February 1789. 1 
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